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Mary, Mother of the Church Saintfield
Open Sun. Tues. Wed. Thurs.10 am – 4 pm
Mon. Fri. Sat. 10 am – 8 pm 
MASS
Saturday 6:30 pm
Sunday 11:00 am
Monday, Friday 7:30 pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Monday 7:00 pm

St Joseph’s Church, Carrickmannon
Open Sat & Sun 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
MASS
Sunday 9:00 am
Tuesday 10:00 am

CONFESSIONS
Before Vigil Mass on Saturday

ALTAR SOCIETY
Saintfield – Group 5
Carrickmannon – Team 3

READERS
17/18 January 2026
Vigil: Desi McHenry
9 am: Lucy Gurr
11 am: Emer Hawkins

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
17/18 January 2026
Vigil: Anne Murray, Mary Rogers
9 am: Paul McGouran
11 am: Fionnuala McClure
Patricia McMahon, Anne Schollhammer

Weekly Collection 4 Jan £997
Thank you for your generosity.



This is My Son 
the Beloved
My favour rests 
on Him


Please remember in your prayers ++ Recently deceased: Kevin Holland,  Christopher Hickland, Martin Fitzsimons, Sadie Gorman, Maura Casement, James Smyth and Claire McDonnell 
Anniversaries: Patrick Harkin, Robert Mageean, Iol Davies, Ethna Smyth, Seamus Quinn, Mary Bennett, John Murray, Jimmy Sweeney, Mary McLean, Mattie Davis, Frank Slevin, Paddy Martin, Gerald McGreevy, Mary Branney, Eddie Branney and all the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 

FEAST DAYS
Tuesday: St Hilary
Thursday: St Ita
Friday St Fursa
Saturday: St Anthony

There will be a Eucharistic Healing Service in St Matthew’s Church, Short Strand, East Belfast, on Thursday 22nd January at 7pm. Music with Fionnuala O’Neill and Family. Tea  and light refreshments to follow.
[image: Childrens Liturgy Group – The Catholic Parishes of the Assumption of Our  Lady & Holy Angels, Torquay]

Every Sunday at 11am Mass

At today’s Mass, we hear about how Jesus is baptised by John in the waters of the river Jordan. Water is a very important part of baptism, but it is also really important in our lives for other reasons. We all need water to live. Let’s think this week about all the ways we use water in our lives and about how we can protect our environment by using less water.

Our prayer for this week: God of life, help us to act so that no one goes thirsty and all people around the world have enough water for all their needs. Amen.
                                                                Worksheets and the Kids Bulletin to support this week’s Gospel are available in both churches. Pick up copies for your children/grandchildren.

The parishioner using Offertory Envelopes Number 231, please write your name and address on the back of the envelope.

Memorial Service for Refugees and Migrants - Sunday 18th January 2026 , 3pm – St John’s  Presbyterian  Church,  374-378 Ormeau Road, Belfast BT7 3HX . Join us to remember the precious lives lost by people seeking asylum, refugees and migrants, searching for security. All are welcome
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Description automatically generated]Monday Social Club
Next meeting
19th January 2026
12:30 – 2 pm




Crois Dharach CLG Club
Lotto Numbers: 4  11  24  31
[bookmark: _Hlk200626388]No Jackpot winner.  Consolation prizes: Tara Leathem, Candeece Gribben and Stephen Heaney. New Jackpot £7800. Tickets available on Klubfunder page, Oaks Bar, Chestnut Bar, Vivo Shop, Dufferin Bar, International & Central Bars Killyleagh.

Anam Cara, Parent Support Evening, 
Monday 12th January at 7.30pm in the Crowne Plaza, Shaws Bridge, Belfast. We are also hosting an Online Bereavement Information Evening on Thursday 22nd January at 7pm. Dr. Róisín Finnegan will be our guest speaker this month. Dr. Finnegan is a Chartered Clinical Psychologist currently working in Cancer Care West with individuals affected by cancer and loss. To find out more about the services please email us at info@anamcara.ie or call  028 95213120 www.anamcara.ie.


North Down Museum Bangor
Saturday 7th February
Enjoy a demonstration of St Brigid Cross Making and using the materials provided make your own cross. Refreshments provided. Limited number of places. For more information and to book now go to  https://www.visitardsandnorthdown.com/whats-on/celtic-saints-a-journey-through-time-and-tradition-p948071

Jesus did not need to be baptized, but the first theologians say that, with his body, with his divinity, in baptism he blessed all the waters, so that the waters would have the power to confer baptism. And then, before ascending to Heaven, Jesus told us to go into all the world to baptize. From that day forward up until today, this has been an uninterrupted chain: they baptized their children, and their children their own, and those children... And also today this chain continues.
These children are a link in a chain. You parents have a baby boy or girl to baptize, but in some years they will have a child to baptize, or a grandchild... Such is the chain of faith! What does this mean? I would like to tell you only this: you are those who transmit the faith, the transmitters; you have a duty to hand on the faith to these children. It is the most beautiful inheritance you will leave to them: the faith! Only this. Today, take this thought home with you. We must be transmitters of the faith. Think about this, always think about how to hand on the faith to your children.
Today the choir sings, but the most beautiful choir is the children making noise... Some of them will cry, because they are uncomfortable or because they are hungry: if they are hungry, mothers, feed them with ease, because they are the most important ones here. And now, with this awareness of being transmitters of the faith, let us continue with the rite of Baptism.
Every newborn child is a gift of joy and hope, and each baby that is baptized is a miracle of faith and a celebration for the family of God.
Let us ask the Holy Virgin to support us by her intercession in our commitment to follow Christ on the way of faith and charity, the path traced out by our Baptism.
Pope Francis

The loss of a partner through death, separation or divorce is devastating. Beginning Experience is offering a programme of bereavement support in St Bride’s Hall, Derryvolgie Ave., Belfast on three Saturdays, 31st January, 28th February and 28th March.  Booking essential. To find out more, contact Pauline 07519289185 or Marie 07896119669 or email belfastbe@yahoo.com

Marriage Enrichment Weekend, is scheduled to take place from Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd March 2026 at St. Mary’s Retreat Centre, Knock, Co. Mayo. Marriage Enrichment has, for many years, supported married couples in their Sacrament of Matrimony by offering them a sacred space to deepen their relationship, renew their commitment, and grow together through reflection, prayer, and dialogue.  To book visit: www.marriageencounter.ie

Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
with all its love, all its sufferings and all its merits.
To expiate all the sins I have committed this day and during all my life.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
To purify the good I have done poorly this day and during all my life.
Glory be to the Father………
To supply for the good I ought to have done, and that I have neglected this day and all my life.  Glory be to the Father……….
	
	










Saintfield & Carrickmannon

  Parish Bulletin

11th January 2026

[image: The Happy Priest on the Baptism of the Lord and our own Baptism - Year ...]

The Baptism of Our Lord

Fr Michael Sheehan PP 028 9081 2238
    Fr Anthony McHugh PE CC  028 9751 0237
     Email: saintfield@downandconnor.org



Sunday 4 January - 2nd Sunday of Christmas

https://assets.ctfassets.net/vy3axnuecuwj/1ZmqLEY7lN4JGc7dMWYbdx/92b6fe760e1dee9548bce8725476cfab/Children-s_liturgy_pic_A_-_2nd_Sunday_after_Christmas.pdf

Children’s Liturgy - 11am Sunday Mass each week during term time. Everyone welcome! Why not make it your family new year resolution to join us.

Happy New Year to all our children. This week’s gospel reminds us that God sent his only Son, Jesus, into the world to be with us. Jesus came to show us how to live and to help us to get to know God better and through listening to him and following his example we can learn to live our lives as God wants us to.

Our prayer for this week: God of all, help us to listen to your word and to live our lives as you ask us to – with love and respect for all people. Amen

Copies of our colouring page and worksheets are available in the church and here is a link to https://thekidsbulletin.com which is also worth reading.


Sunday 11 January - the Baptism of Our Lord

https://assets.ctfassets.net/vy3axnuecuwj/9b5118bc51362119f9e39d9ced04bb46d5c6debcfb2fe6b70e9c053654a6ae80/e9373a3c96731ceb8061eb1730140cb0/Children-s_liturgy_pic_A_-_Baptism_of_the_Lord.pdf

Children’s Liturgy - 11am Sunday Mass each week during term time. Everyone welcome!

At today’s Mass, we hear about how Jesus is baptised by John in the waters of the river Jordan. Water is a very important part of baptism, but it is also really important in our lives for other reasons. We all need water to live. Let’s think this week about all the ways we use water in our lives and about how we can protect our environment by using less water.

Our prayer for this week: God of life, help us to act so that no one goes thirsty and all people around the world have enough water for all their needs. Amen.

Copies of our colouring page and worksheets are available in the church and here is a link to https://thekidsbulletin.com which is also worth reading.


Jesus did not need to be baptized, but the first theologians say that, with his body, with his divinity, in baptism he blessed all the waters, so that the waters would have the power to confer baptism. And then, before ascending to Heaven, Jesus told us to go into all the world to baptize. From that day forward up until today, this has been an uninterrupted chain: they baptized their children, and their children their own, and those children... And also today this chain continues.
These children are a link in a chain. You parents have a baby boy or girl to baptize, but in some years they will have a child to baptize, or a grandchild... Such is the chain of faith! What does this mean? I would like to tell you only this: you are those who transmit the faith, the transmitters; you have a duty to hand on the faith to these children. It is the most beautiful inheritance you will leave to them: the faith! Only this. Today, take this thought home with you. We must be transmitters of the faith. Think about this, always think about how to hand on the faith to your children.
Today the choir sings, but the most beautiful choir is the children making noise... Some of them will cry, because they are uncomfortable or because they are hungry: if they are hungry, mothers, feed them with ease, because they are the most important ones here. And now, with this awareness of being transmitters of the faith, let us continue with the rite of Baptism.
Every newborn child is a gift of joy and hope, and each baby that is baptized is a miracle of faith and a celebration for the family of God.
Let us ask the Holy Virgin to support us by her intercession in our commitment to follow Christ on the way of faith and charity, the path traced out by our Baptism.
Pope Francis





[image: A logo of people in a circle

Description automatically generated]Monday Social Club
Next meeting
5th January 2026
12:30 – 2 pm

All bookings for Mass, Month Minds, Anniversaries, Baptisms and Weddings are now to be made through the Parish Office or Parish email address at: saintfield@downandconnor.org.  Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday11.00am -1.00pm. Please use the Parish Email outside of Office Hours and we will respond as soon as possible. 
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